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The vending machine rook precisely 40
seconds to dispense the coffee, and locating
whiskey would consume even more of their
time. Before their scheme, Siming had sworn off
drinking, so naturally, she wouldn’t know where
to find alcohol off the top of her head. Holding
a cup of coffee in each hand, Siming strode for-
ward, her head held high. Fortunately, their early
arrival at the station meant they needn’t worry
about missing the train, Butr where had Lily
gone? She was no longer seated where Siming
had last seen her. Perhaps she had taken it upon
herself to carry their luggage to the platform, a
gesture of care for Siming, who was still finding
her footing in this unfamiliar territory. Siming
felr a twinge of disappointment bur continued
walking, her mind enterraining an image of her-
self playfully seeking Lily’s atrention and asking
to be pampered: “You're so good at raking care
of athers.” As she neared the platform, a sense of
incompleteness washed over her.

Where could Lily have gone? Siming
scanned her surroundings, both ahead and
behind, but found no trace of the girl who
stood at the same height as herself. Could she
be in the smoking area? But where was that?
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The pain of growth has become a white elephant in the sea
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He was sweaty. “Are you gonna make me shrink more?”
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