Magician Space is honored to present Hypocenter, a solo exhibition of works by Chinese artist Jiang Zhi at Zurich Art Weekend. Active
since the 1990s, Jiang Zhi is an artist who has paid close attention to a variety of issues in contemporary society, culture, and
contemporary art itself. Possessing a poetic and distinct artistic language, his work deliberately evades the one-dimensional
interpretation of events and meanings. By obscuring social representations and information, Jiang Zhi’s work attempts to question the
consumption of meaning and the ossified modes of its narration and critique. At the same time, the artist uses inner dilemma and human
emotion as clues to explore the ambiguity between the self and the other, the isolated and the whole.

Jiang Zhi, Tremble
Tremble focuses on the connection between feelings and the body language, or, meaning and representation. According to our daily
experience and experience with film and television, trembling bodies often implies intense emotion, that is, one’s body trembles when
one reaches a certain degree of emotional intensity. This is an experience we are all familiar with, in other words, it is a wellestablished and recognisable body language.
Tremble-excitement, cry-sad, laugh-happy...such correlations are so common in the world of film and television that they became a set
pattern, which the audience finds ‘unreal’. In contrast, should an actor remain impassive when he is supposed to be very emotional,
we might instead find his performance very ‘real’. This example is perhaps an indication that our sense of ‘reality’ is brought
about by the tensions between juxtaposing elements in a semiotic system.

Jiang Zhi, Tremble, 2009, 7 channel video installation, 6’.

Jiang Zhi, Tremble, 2009, 7 channel video installation, 6’.

In this work, Jiang Zhi deliberately changes the usual association between
‘trembling’ and ‘emotional’, that is, body and mind. Thus, the role and the
actor are no longer unified. The trembling bodies of the actors are no longer caused
by certain emotional experience (Stanislavski’s system), but by a vibrator they
are standing on. As a result, the signification of the roles collapses—an act
without actors is an effect of theatre of the absurd.
In these images, those ceaselessly trembling bodies are like phantoms floating
within a system of representation, unable to possess any actual meaning.

Jiang Zhi, In the Wind
Four-channel black-and-white video In the Wind(2016) consists of four surreal, relentless scenes. The endlessly shrill winds subsume
all the suffering, misfit, loneliness and struggle of being, and become a metaphor for the uncertain and irretrievable destination of
individuals in face of violent external forces. 'Sisyphus’ Boulder' allows a new interpretation of the myth of Sisyphus: the boulder
he shoulders against the ferocious wind seems weightless, and his submission to the lithic absurdity of fate outlines the doubts we
face within the suspension of our current meaning and signification system. Another projection depicts back of an old man with
fluttering childhood balloons, surrounded by the formless wind, they walk away from the screen. We witness our previous eras passing
away while the future gallops and arrives, standing within the center of a social transformation storm and beholding a complex mentality
of being, we are trying to detect and predict a certain future situation……

Jiang Zhi, In the Wind, 2016, Video Installation/4 channels, Part A 7’33”, Part B 2’31”, Part C 2’58”, Part D 3’05”

Jiang Zhi, Onward! Onward! Onward!
Jiang Zhi’s three-channel video installation is an altar to precisely this kind of faith in progress. The running leaders represent
themselves, but also the entire Chinese people. Jiang Zhi once debated with me whether this sort of video needed to be accompanied by
the sound of a few million people’s running footsteps. I contend that the images of the leaders, as collective forms, already embody
the running of millions. I like the loneliness worn deep on the bodies of the leaders in this work; it represents an aspect of modern
Chinese history apart from the main theme of progress, a knowledge of life, an understanding of fate. This work opens up a new
possibility for us to understand history. And this is where the power of art lies, in its ability to deconstruct symbols, even as it
employs them.

Jiang Zhi, Onward! Onward! Onward! , 2006, Video Installation/3 channels, 12’

蒋志，向前！向前！向前！，2006，三屏录像，12 分
Jiang Zhi, Onward! Onward! Onward!, 2006, Video Installation/3 channels, 12’

A portrait of China's progressivism since 1840.
An analysis of a sanctified motion.

Jiang Zhi, Shine Upon Me
God said: Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, and it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.
Light is a bestowal from heaven, but in the meantime, it also plays the roles of tough violence, powerful control and center of stage.
Each of those exposed under the spotlight is forced to give their instinctive reaction. Privacy, sense of aesthetics and ambiguity all
vanish under the penetrating strong light.

Jiang Zhi, Shine Upon Me, 2006, video installation, 33’26’’
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Jiang Zhi (b.1971, Yuanjiang City, Hunan Province) is a Beijing-based artist who graduated from the China Academy of Art in 1995. After participating in the 'PostSense Sensibility' exhibitions in the 1990s, Jiang Zhi has subsequently proceeded to become one of the most influential Chinese artists of his generation. He works
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