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Magician Space is delighted to present artist Guan Yong's solo
exhibition “Introverted lllusionism”. It's Guan Yong's first solo
exhibition at Magician Space.

Working and exploring repetitively and tirelessly around the
same and simple subject matters has been the way in which
Guan Yong has been practicing art in recent years. Once he
embarks on a subject matter, he would spend a lot of time on
it. At his studio, there are many works that await to be furthered
or are undeniably failed. The paints, smudges, and corrections
left on canvas bear witness to the passing of time and the
extension of his consciousness. At times, he repetitiously
edits a work of art, other times, he works on a few paintings
simultaneously. There, the subject and the gaze, confrontation
and conspiracy, consciousness and materials, are placed
within the same site of tension, where time becomes
compressed, elongated, fragmented, and overlapped, and
eventually integrated into the works of art. The subject matter
in this sense implies a structure, a starting point from which
sentimentalities, sensibilities, bodily rhythms, actions and
other arbitrary factors usher the artist’'s internal consciousness
onto the canvas. The true obstacles of its realization however
are the necessity of an appropriate structure that would
capture one's consciousness of being in a trance.

The discovery of the artist's subject matter is somewhat
arbitrary. For example, Landscape (2017) was inspired by
a random encounter in his travels, and in his own words,
“This bewildering encounter seemed rather familiar.” Six
Persimmons (2018) came from a memorable experience of
tea ceremony in Japan a decade ago, and it was the activity
of persimmon-picking with friends last year that allowed the
artist to finally make the connection to his earlier memory,
along with visual components of Mu Xi, Giorgio Morandi,
Suprematism, and Japanese tea ceremony, etc. As he believes,
"Memories are not forgotten but stored" and the subject matter
is the key that opens this box of memories. The iconographies
he has adopted have little to do with semantics than they
do in contributing to building a kind of Gestalt, "a temporary
structure" that would suffice to support the sensibilities.
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This kind of temporary structure allows everchanging or even
clashing sensibilities to co-exist and become the container
of his blossoming conscience. Hence, the formation and
discovery of this structure become the only possibility that
resists the sensibilities under the constrains of ideologies
(of art history, politics, mass media, etc.). At the same time,
the formation of such structure from random encounters
conveys a strong sense of the present, that does not shape
into any kind of grammar or power of discourse. In Guan
Yong's process of playful exploration, the impossible historical
logic was invented, while inspirations sparked along with
subjective rejections. This was the important reason for his re-
preposition of “modernism”: as a kind of temperate radicality,
a kind of noncommittal and full rejection, a common cultural
strategy for the traditional literati — to resist the current trend
by reminiscing the forgotten (hence under-estimated) cultural
traditions. Only then, one's senses are part and parcel to this
newly invented structure would they be safely stored. It is
within this temporarily invented structure, the individual and
cultural anxieties would be momentarily pacified to provide
a space for self-statements and the condition for continuous
self-investigation. This crafty and vengeful pictorial system
destructs any kind of historical discourse, where personal
sensibilities would be conjured and assembled in this non-
existent space and for the individual to detach and escape
from ideologies.
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About the Artist

Guan Yong (b.1975, Shandong, China) currently lives and
works in Beijing. Guan Yong's practice originates from his
individual experience while working and exploring repetitively
and tirelessly around the same and simple subject matters.
Creating a completely new structure of perception during the
long process of his practice, sentimentalities, sensibilities,
bodily rhythms, actions and other arbitrary factors usher the
artist's internal consciousness onto the canvas.

Solo exhibitions: Introverted lllusionism, Magician Space,
Beijing, CN (2019); The Intermediate Space, Beijing Minsheng
Art Museum, Beijing, CN (2017); Irony-the Overthrow of
Aesthetics, In-ter aliasArt Company, Seoul, KR (2013);
Secondary Figuration, New Age Gallery, Beijing, CN (2012);
Whose New Age, Duolun Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai,
CN (2007).

Selected group exhibitions: Art Basel Hong Kong, Hong Kong,
CN (2014-2019); Redefinitions: the Questioning Spirit in the
Art of the 1970s Generation, Today Art Museum, Beijing,

CN (2011); Splendid Ethics, In-ter aliasArt Company, Seoul,

KR (2011); East/West: Visually Speaking, MOCA Jackson,
Florida, US (2010); ART Taipei, Taiwan, CN (2008-2010);

Youth at Upstairs: Nomination Exhibition by Young Critics
2010, Times Art Museum, Beijing, CN (2010); What is Art,
Times Art Museum, Beijing, CN (2010); Future Sky: Chinese
Contemporary Young Artists Works Selection Exhibition,
Today Art Museum of China, Beijing, CN (2008); Guan Yong-Qi
Yang, Felix Ringel Gallery, Dusseldorf, DE (2008); The Age of
Pluralism+Beiijng Persistent, New Age Gallery, Beijing/Taiwan,
CN (2007); Beyond Experience: New China, Arario Gallery,
Beijing, CN (2006); The Self-Made Generation: A Retrospective
of New Chinese Contemporary, Zendai Museum of Modern
Art, Shanghai, CN (2006); The Post-Seventies, Today Art
Museum, Beijing, CN (2005); Asian Art Exhibition, Sungsan
Art-hall, Busan, KR (2004); Ideal of New Generation: Chinese
New Generation Artist Award Exhibition, He Xiangning Art
Museum, Shenzhen, CN (2004).
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Six Persimmons
2018
QOil on canvas
40.3 x40.2 x 2.2cm
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Moonrise Impression b Moonrise Impression a
2019 2019
Oil on canvas Oil on canvas

160.2 x 100.1 x 5.3cm 263 x 161.1 xb.4cm
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Six Objects
2019
Oil on canvas
150.2 x 150.1 x 5.4cm
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Shadow of Shadow
2018
Oil on canvas
30.5x30.3x2.5cm
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Dream f
2018
QOil on canvas
2563 x161.1 x5.3cm



Landscape /
2017

Oil on canvas

250 x 200cm
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Guan Yong

1975
1998
2003

Born in Heze, Shandong Province
Graduated from the Oil Painting Department of Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts, BFA
Graduated from the Oil Painting Department of Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts, MFA

Currently lives and works in Beijing

Solo Exhibitions

2019
2017
2013
2012
2007
2003

Introverted Illusionism, Magician Space, Beijing, CN

The Intermediate Space, Beijing Minsheng Art Museum, Beijing, CN
Irony-the Overthrow of Aesthetics, Inter alia Art Company, Seoul, KR
Secondary Figuration, New Age Gallery, Beijing, CN

Whose New Age, Duolun Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai, CN
Humor and Classic, Qin Gallery, Beijing, CN

Group Exhibitions

2019

2018

20156
2014
2012

2011

2010

2009

Beijing Contemporary Art Expo 2019, Beijing, CN

Art Basel Hong Kong, Hong Kong, CN

Beijing Contemporary Expo 2018, Beijing, CN

Art Basel Hong Kong, Hong Kong, CN

Art Basel Hong Kong, Hong Kong, CN

Art Basel Hong Kong, Hong Kong, CN

Evidence, New Age Gallery, Beijing, CN

Detached Involvement: The First Exhibition of Temporary Group, New Age Gallery, Beijing, CN
Art Beijing, National Agricultural Exhibition Center, CN

Redefinitions: The Questioning Spirit in the Art of the 1970s Generation, Today Art Museum, Beijing,
CN

Splendid Ethics, Inter alia Art Company, Seoul, KR

Past, Present, Future: Twenty-years Review of New Age Gallery, Taiwan, CN

Youth at Upstairs: Nomination Exhibition by Young Critics 2010, Times Art Museum, Beijing, CN
East/West: Visually Speaking, MOCA Jackson, Florida, USA

Art Taipei 2010, Taiwan, CN

What is Art, Times Art Museum, Beijing, CN

China International Gallery Exhibition CICE, Beijing, CN

Art Taipei 2009, Taiwan, CN

Art Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong, CN

China International Gallery Exhibition CICE, Beijing, CN



MAGICIAN SPACE

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2002
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Future Sky: Chinese Contemporary Young Artists Works Selection Exhibition, Today Art Museum of
China, Beijing, CN

Guan Yong-Qi Yang, Felix Ringel Gallery, Dusseldorf, DE

Art Singapore 2008-The Contemporary Asian Art Fair, Suntec, SG

Affinity China& Germany Artists’ Group Show, OV Gallery, Shanghai, CN

Cross-section: 2008 Chinese Contemporary Art, Kee club, Hong Kong, CN

The Age of Innovation: Being Persistent, New Age Gallery, Beijing, CN

Harmony in Diversity: Compatibility of Cross-strait Art Spirits, Asian Art Center, Taiwan, CN
Off-centering—the Post-Seventies Group Show, 706 Space, 798 International Art District, Beijing, CN
New Age: Different Manifesto, China International Gallery Exposition, Beijing, CN

The Age of Pluralism - Being Persistent, New Age Gallery, Beijing; Taiwan, CN

Beyond Experience: New China! Arario Gallery, Beijing, CN

The Self-Made Generation: A Retrospective of New Chinese Contemporary, Zendai Museum of
Modern Art, Shanghai, CN

The Post-seventies, Today Art Museum, Beijing, CN

The Post-seventies, Mingyuan Art Center, Shanghai, CN

Ideal of New Generation: Chinese New Generation Artist Award Exhibition, He Xiangning Art
Museum, Shenzhen, CN

Asian Art Exhibition, Sungsan Art-hall, Busan, KR

The Second Pingyao International Photography Festival, Pingyao, CN

Have to Do with you —Video and Installations Exhibition, Culture Space, Tianjin, CN
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