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Magician Space is pleased to present Already I Know the Storms in its newly 
renovated and expanded exhibition space. It is Jiang Zhi’s first show since the 
gallery announced its official representation of the artist, as well as his third solo 
exhibition at the gallery.

The title “Already I Know the Storms” comes from Rainer Maria Rilke’s poem 
“Premonition”. For Jiang Zhi, “premonition” is also the primary motive catalyzing his 
art practices. Before storms’ arrival, the once traceless quotidian is intentionally 
suppressed. Storms come from the sea, from the chimneys, from the doors and 
windows. I recognize, then throw myself off; I am alone, yet the loneliness is 
the immense storm. The door is left unlatched, the chimneys undisturbed, “the 
windows do not yet tremble, and the dust is still heavy and dark”. To be continued, 
about a blank space, a marked character, the floating and sinking pages, the mighty 
waters, the unengaged images and sounds. 

Alike his own contemplation, always sprung from the inner, Jiang Zhi’s art is marked 
by arrest and  suspension in-between the rising and the falling power. This also 
matches what the subject in “Premonition” feels before the storms’ nearing — a 
heaviness and stillness from the inside out. What comes almost simultaneously 
with the sense of “restless” is a process of thawing, carried by the moment, and 
the two successively envelop the subject. Movements of sensations formed by life 
and temporal-spatial experience advance like waves, yet the self-consciousness, 
pushed to the wave crest, is the artist’s biggest rival.  For Jiang Zhi,  the“real” is not 
reachable, and the “is” is not verifiable, however, they both are inescapable 
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challenges on the road to retrieve the “true”, and together constitute an 
enforced and restrictive mechanism of perception. Jiang Zhi clearly understands 
that perceptions and thinkings, though inevitable and necessary, are simply 
manifestations of restrictions. The magic of erasing one’s self from a deep 
consciousness of self incessantly attracts the artist to pursue after. In this 
exhibition, Jiang Zhi strides a more charged step to embrace the non-self, of 
growing momentum.  

This is a muffled set, resounds with thundering noise of the imminent storms, 
deafening the benighted.

About the artist

Jiang Zhi (b.1971, Yuanjiang City, Hunan Province) is a Beijing-based artist who 
graduated from the China Academy of Art in 1995. Widely recognised as one of 
the foremost figures working across multiple media including documentary, video, 
photography, painting and fiction, Jiang Zhi has produced a vast body of work that 
continues to examine humanity and social issues. Having developed an iconic 
and distinctive visual aesthetic, his work interweaves the individual’s condition in 
society and a sensitivity to the internal motivation of language. Photography series 
Love Letters (2014) seizes the extract moment when the burning flowers still retain 
their shape and liveness. In these works, Jiang Zhi adopts an emotive but minimalist 
language that conveys the interdependency of the self and the external world, 
attempting to seek alternative in the upheavals of threatening political disruption.
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