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About three months ago, by chance I began discussions 
with Chen Zhou regarding this exhibition. It began with 
one unpredictable exchange starting with that moment. 
Many words were spoken here and there, there were 
many desires to search for answers, and there were 
many times when we looked repeatedly at the role of the 
ego – all these things were accounted for within these 
contours of the time portrayed.

I first came into contact with Chen Zhou’s work two 
years ago. In his video work, there was never a moment 
when the experiments with aesthetic languages 
stopped. Whether forms were enlarged or simplified 
to direct how meaning could be expressed, he would 
also obscure or even mock his own relationships to 
meaning. He alternates between performing the roles 
of Chen Zhou the filmmaker and Chen Zhou the artist – 
it is this casual attitude, which reinforces the aesthetic 
indeterminacy of his practice. Chen Zhou boldly uses 
the term ‘hedonism’ to describe this stage of his work. 
To some extent, art has always paradoxically been 
nourished by things, which have also impeded it. If 
hedonism is what Chen Zhou indulges in – how can the 
straw that breaks the camel’s back be transformed into 
something that redeems him?

I have also become embroiled in the word ‘hedonism’ 
myself. The pressure of my role to perform increases 
in this split moment. In the imagination of people, 
there is never a danger of going without an identifiable 
connection to bridge the separate roles between 
the artist and the curator. Inevitably, I have become 
implicated in Chen Zhou’s predicaments. Under the 
pressure of this word, I have no delusions about Chen 
Zhou. I have no delusions of the unbridgeable gap 
between Chen Zhou and myself, whether this could ever 
be reconciled, or even if we are able to still give answers 
to our own individual aspirations. Following on from 
these gradual step-by-step exchanges, we have initiated 
the beginning of a kind of ‘return’. In other words, we 

have not continued in the direction that goes forward, 
but this time our biggest inspiration has been to accept 
the failures of our fantasies.

In Chen Zhou’s film I am not not not Chen Zhou, he 
deliberately uses yellow as an ostentatious mock tribute 
to ‘failure’. I am grateful for not appearing in the work 
and I am also glad to see a silent dialogue between 
the space of ‘You’ and ‘I’. In the film, twin brothers are 
used to perform alternatively as Chen Zhou and his 
artist companions. Inexplicably and for no apparent 
reason, a soliloquy appears in the midst of this narrative 
movement. There are a plethora of ambivalent cues and 
teasers that still stubbornly subside. But undeniably, to 
curb the revelry of aesthetics and sociology, Chen Zhou 
has needed a return of sorts to the ‘distance of origin’ 
(Urdistanz). He is seemingly compelled to embark on 
a ‘reality trip’. It appears that this time, he is destined 
for a detour, shedding light on blurry connections, and 
bringing together fragments of things that constitute 
together ideas of ‘You’ and the ‘Ego’.
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I'm not not not Chen Zhou
2013
HD digital film, color, sound
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Artist Statements

This film has developed following its own duration of time. It is like being in a river, where time is the water, which remains unpurified of its 
debris. Deposits build along the river edges and slowly an appearance begins to materialize. Some pieces of glass debris remain that cut 
the hand. There are also some human skeletons, a madman that hasn’t quite drowned, and a pair of soulless twins. I have simply smeared 
these things with the color yellow and extracted scattered fragments of daily life with some sporadic conversations with people such as Li 
Ran, Yu Honglei, and Li Ming. The rummages of my thoughts have also been picked up along the way.

As a result, this is almost a film without a director. The director has turned into a meandering kind of scrounger. Or maybe he has simply 
become a receptacle filled with the visible fragmented scraps. These pieces of fragments lead us to what kind of person? A person with 
the attributes of Chen Zhou or is it someone sharing similarities to Chen Zhou? A person that radiates Chen Zhou or something more like 
the audience itself. Anyway, in the end it is more like a comedy. If you it makes you laugh at loud then this is exactly what I wanted to do.

- Chen Zhou
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