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Project without Space 5: Transparent but Impenetrable
Chen Shaoxiong +Liu Ding

“Project without Space” consistently tried to explore the gap between object and the projection it carried. The intention was to discriminate

and understand the basis established by the dialogue about the object, instead of the restoration of object itself. The widely circulated artistic
forms and signs from the past have built up the languages in art history. We expected to check how this kind of language came into being, what
demand it met and what it may hide from us. We attempted to incorporate ourselves into the artistic form and practical context in this cooperative
project, to repeat and simulate some creative methods and conditions while carrying out discussion during this course. Meanwhile, we recorded
our discussion and kept it as the process of understanding.

Our interest in the image of “Great Wall" came from its frequent presence in our sight. It turned up so frequently that it has promulgated certain
ideology. The basis for our experience was not Great Wall but the symbolic significance it was bestowed. We tended to accept its significance
without thinking just as we worshiped the art history. The basis for its existence and its ideology were forgotten. The basis and ideology have
never left us by not only defining our experience but shaping the way we know everything. They were transparent but insuperable.

We emphasized this sign again without the intention to enhance the ideology it usually conveyed. It was to shake its sturdy symbolic significance
by a series of questions (Is Great Wall made of steel and iron? /Is steel and iron Great Wall still Great Wall? /Why do we think Great Wall is made
of steel and iron? /When did Great Wall become steel and iron Great Wall? /Is this Great Wall the steel and iron Great Wall? /How can we say
Great Wall is made of steel and iron? /Which part of Great Wall is made of steel and iron?/ What if | cannot see steel and iron in Great Wall?) Our
guestioning can be a starting point if art can do anything practical. Bruce Nauman once said for his first neon light installation that was placed
outside his studio in 1967: “The True Artist Helps the World by Revealing Mystic Truths.” It is still encouraging today.
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Project without Space
Project without Space is an art initiative launched in 2010 by artists Chen Shaoxiong and Liu Ding.

Their collaboration appears in any form and in any way that is imaginable or unimaginable, not restricted to any physical or ideal bound or
definition, but always on the basis of the artistic experiences that are familiar to them.

Project without Space has participated in The Third Party, at Platform China, Beijing, 2010, the 2011 China International Gallery Exposition (CIGE),
Beijing, Spirits, Materials at Pekin Fine Arts. It will appear in an exhibition on Memory at Hyundai Gallery, Seoul in October.
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Transparent but Impenetrable

Magician Space Until Sunday 13.

See listings for details
Late in L Frank Baum's The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz—the novel that inspired
the Technicolor triumph - everyone
finds out the Wizard is a scam. The
Emerald City only looks green to its
inhabitants because the Wizard has
given them each a pair of green-tinted
glasses. ‘But my people,’ the Wizard
laments, ‘have worn green glasses
so long that most of them think it
really is an Emerald City.’

The artists here have likewise
shrouded Magician Space in green.
Chen Shaoxiong and Liu Ding share
similar concerns to the Wizard,
exploring how language colours our
perception of the walls around us.
They have taken a popular epithet
attached to the Great Wall - the ‘Iron
and Steel” Great Wall —and put it up
on aneon sign that wraps around the
space. The words scramble around
the screen, above aroom holding
pictures of the Wall. And under these
neon lights, these neon words, the
Wall becomes something else.

The sign bombards the Wall
with a series of small Dorothy-like

questions: ‘Is the Great Wall really
made of iron and steel?’ ‘Is the Iron
and Steel Great Wall the same as this
one?’ ‘When did the Great Wall turn
into iron and steel?’ The questions
roll on so many times that the Great
Wall starts to lose its mystical charm
—in much the same way Green Eggs
and Ham sounds hilarious if you say
it 100 times — as you have probably
seen over the last two paragraphs.
Then you get this disenchanted
feeling, like you've been cheated
into thinking it was something other
than what we were told itwas. “You're
avery bad man,’ says Dorothy. These
artists echo her suspicion of men and
their big walls —especially invisible
men, erecting big green ones. What
is itwith walls anyway? Maybe it
was Robert Frost who said it best.
‘Something there is,” he barked, ‘that
doesn'tlove awall’. SD
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Magician Space » page 93
Chen Shaoxiong, Liu Ding
Project without Space 5: Transparent but
Impenetrable

Until November 13

Project without Space is an art initiative launched
in 2010 by artists Chen Shaoxiong and Liu Ding.
Their collaboration appears in any form and in any
way that is imaginable or unimaginable. It is not
restricted to any physical or ideal boundaries or
definition, but always centres around the artistic
experiences that are familiar to them.
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Pifo Gallery » page 97

HONG KONG
!

Fen Mingznengs first solo exhibilicn since 2005.
Une of the mos! prominent anists of the younger
generion of Chinese conternporany malist paint.
s, His process of oneation is show and meticulous,
Ha persists in deviloping his own shyie wilhin ne-
alismn and among young contemporany arlsts. His
waoikes try 1o achisve the poroct babnoe betwean
diztails and the whcle,

| Tememsy ftagican Spacs

Soka Art Center » page 97 A
Cemmermnoration -10th Anniversary of Scka
Art Bedfing

Until October 23

Tn - i P MGRNORE  C o carmes 150 . P30 cm, A

Magician Space » pace 97
Chen Shacdong, Liu Ding
Transparent but impenstrable
Project without Space

Until November 13 i
Since 2010, Chen Shamdong and Liu Oing, work | 8
togelner on this sehibiticn, consistently ning to | §
esiplere the gep bebwasn object and the projec- ;
tion it camies. The intention was fo tiscriminate anc | C5ee
uncierstand ihe bBass establshed by the dizogue | Ltid
about the chipct as opposed 10 e mstorabion of
the: chyect itsell. They refor to the wickly cisculatod
artesic: formes and s from the past hat have buit
up the: lencuane of at history

Haacafiencs aenh T Ll Mo by Si0es Buthest 750 = 060 cm SO0

The: eadiibiion Leading fhe Ad Trond i he redos
of Beging Solea's past ten years as vl 25 the nell

Project without Space 5: Transparent but impenetrable by Chen Shaox-
iong and Liu Ding, LED lamp images, dimensions variable, 2011.
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