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» British baroque & South Korean soprano meet in Beijing

Ancient music academy

By Xu Liuliu

e Academy of Ancient Music
I (AAM), one of the best orchestras
in the UK, teamed up with South

Korean soprano Sumi Jo to present an
unforgettable night for Beijing classical
concert goers at the National Center of
Performing Arts (NCPA) last Saturday.

Re-founded in 1973 and named after
an original organization of the 18th
century, AAM accompanied Jo with
baroque music, as well as performing
some of Handel’s early
music.

Barh- musi 1
Academy of Ancient Music
Photo: Courtesy of AAM

“She is a well-known musician and
diva in Asia. We had four wonderful
concerts in South Korea before touring
here,” said Richard Egaar, AAM’s music
director.

According to the director, he has
visited China twice and each time
received warm feedback from Chinese
audiences, which he found are “of all
ages, young and old, unlike in Europe
that are only the old.”

He doesn’t think it is a problem that
people know little about baroque music,

a Western style of classical music that's
only toured to China in recent years.

“Any music from pop music to
classical music, people will respond
to it as long as it is human music. We
are playing old music for people living
now. They may know little about music
in the past. But you can let them have
that by using your instruments. If you
are not challenging the audience with
something they may not know, then
they won't know it forever,” he said.

In his understanding, baroque

immediate music, music of the mo-
ment. People will enjoy both things t
you know and those that are new to
at the theater.

The orchestra also wants to have
workshops or master classes i i
music schools in the fu
promote early music. “It
important to let more mx

music is an

Spanish video arts at Magician Space

By Xu Liuliu

People are gathered in a small room
at gallery Magician Space, waiting to
see what the video work by Bestue
Vives, a Spanish artist duo is really
about. The work, named Actions at
Home, is part of their new exhibition
Reality and Actions at the space in the
798 Art Zone.

The duo, David Bestue and Marc
Vives have created many artworks
inspired by the nature of their
actions rather than to meet some
ultimate goal. They work around
and through abstract ideas that
generally take reality as a context to
be explored over and over again.

The curator Biljana Ciric selected
five of their works and brought them
to Beijing, allowing viewers to have
a clear idea of their art style and
inspirations.

“Through their work, we can trace
the influence of various artists from
such movements as the Viennese
Actions, Minimalism, as well as the
residues of 20th century philosophi-
cal developments,” she said.

Among the five works, Actions
at Home is the longest video, about
30 minutes, which could be seen as
a little boring to watch. The video
is about two young artists sharing
an apartment and some snippets
from their life. The pair performed

along to certain instructions, and it
is the actual performance of these
instructions that make the work
radical.

“I was curious about youngster’s
lives sharing an apartment and
finished it in 2005,” said artist Vives,
who recorded their actions in a
private space with Bestue, numbered
them and named them.

The video helped the duo grab
the winning prize at the visual arts
contest Concurso de Artes Visuales,
Premio Miquel Casablancas, and the
Premio Generacion 2006 of Caja,

L)

1

Bestue Vives’ video work Actions at Home Photo: Magician Space

Madrid.

In a corner of the Space their
2009 work Preteo is projected. The
double channel installation shows
the transformation of a man from
horse to machine in one fluid move-
ment that continues on in an endless
loop, while the other video shows the
same movement in reverse.

The other three works are Ralf
and Jeanette, Stage of Change and
Story of a Scorpion in Love.

Where: Magician Space
When: until June 26th

Untitled dance at Nine Theater

Dance group The Body Acts will hit the stage
at Beijing Nine Theater to present a new
performance named Untitled from May 26-2¢
The dance emphasizes making breakthrough
and conveying the message or depicting a
story through body movements. This group
particularly likes to enable dancers from
different places and backgrounds to express
themselves freely. Choreographed by Wayson
Poon and artist Liu Wentao in Liu’s studio in
2010, this piece of work is a collision of the
pair’s inspirations. In this Untitled performar
the group will create a place where people po:
questions to themselves and answer them
through ceaseless quests.

Andrea Bocelli comes to Beijing
Praised by Celine Dion as having the voice of
God, blind Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli will cc
to Beijing for the second time in his singing
career this month, presenting two concerts
called Magic Love in the National Stadium (ak
Bird’s Nest) this Friday and Saturday.
Crossing between pop and classical music,
Bocelli uses both Italian and English to expre
his passions in life. Widely known after the
song “Time to Say Goodbye” featuring Sarah
Brightman, Bocelli released several well-recei
albums, and has collaborated with many
musicians including the likes of Bono from U
and popsinger Christina Aguilera. This time,
New Zealand pop classical soprano Hayley
Westenra will appear with Bocelli as a guest
performer.

Global Times
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fSLRRERE : S AESERrE SO RIERbnEE 7. EIEEEF
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EHERMmE.



MAGICIAN SPACE Bersa

Bestue Vives
sE58 / Time Out

We’ll show you weird
bars, secret shops and ' .25
jLmore in the city's...

Fatboy Slim  Best burgers

The funk soul ~ We've got beef

brother rocks  and we're not

the Great Wall afraid toeatit! onpage33

Bestue Vives

A supremely understated sense of
humour defines much of this show.
As exhibition curator Biljana Ciric
notes: ‘The sense of humourin
Bestue Vives’s work does not allow
us to laugh; itis a pressurised, tense
sense of humour that maybe comes
after a very long pause in a crowded
but silentroom. The actual joke is
perhaps not funny at all, butitis an
excuse to take a long deep breath.’
That may not be much of a selling
point for the show, and true, there
is nothing here to see on the order

- of, say, Buster Keaton. But Bestue

Vives —a duo out of Barcelona—are
substantially imaginative. ‘Actions
at Home’, a performance video from
2005, features a group of friends at
home in a Barcelona neighbourhood:;
each one, in their seeming parade
of actions, illustrates or references
a 20th-century art movement — from
fluxus to surrealism to dada. What
a great way to spend a Friday night.
Some people just go to the movies.
In ‘Ralf and Jeanette’, the duo hire
two actors and put on an outdoor
play in New York's Broadway district.
The couple meet, fall in love and
go their separate ways —allin the
span of a few minutes. We can’t
hear them talk, but subtitles guide
us through the vicissitudes of their
brief affair. The dialogue is also cast

| up above them on awidescreen

outdoor monitor operated by MTV.
The absurdities of their love affair,

- Magician Space Until Sun26
which happen entirely in public, and
onabig TV to boot, go practically
unnoticed by the many passers-by.
Our favourite work in the show is
the brief two-channel video entitled
‘Proto’. The first channel shows
an absurdly tall man transforming
himself into a machine; in the
second, the action happens in
reverse, It may be read as an absurd
and comical existential commentary
on the relationship of humanity
to machines in the 21st century,
but it’s ultimately the gadgets and
the ridiculous physical actions,
executed like a well-drilled military
march, that make ‘Proto’ such a
memorable experience. SD

June 2011 www.timeoutbeijing.com 53
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EERTENME, 7o E/EUF ZAF{ABestué Vives. David Bestué #1 Marc
VivesTERERIE AR, ti12002FERFB—ES(E, ST RIEHNTHER, BFRE
BIEh{EITH 3 B B EFMEAMLBRBITT. MHLEDIMNZRARHEERFERS
ZHE LI ZRERM G EICHITIHE “HE, T RHT AFREER, UAEE
HNEER, BITHRE, hEfiREESE—iE, (KT Bestué Vives2 i {Em
FEIRFE. Bil, SAFRERSBEFTPREEMIE

"REZMARERRE, AARMNMENAFBRZR . BIHRERT0OFAIUSZE
AR, K70, 80. 0FEANAMAZRR; SIRNEIT I RITLMNBEARAR
BHB, REXBERINXINI2ESIARBENTE, BMEREE. XHRENE
BZLEZETEINOENXERX—0f. AZBERBEMNKRRERR, XEHE
FraBIEsEP,

FEMREZPLARSIEA], BRAABMNOFREXTHANEEMHMBEIE 20
BEMt. HTIVBTHRER, MAEBHARFRERRE. NR—EEHFE, Re
BERZEE. HLRNZOHFNEE, eE—MAlk. RITARD, ZRFREE, &
E2HENR. ATREXMDE, BB NBUFTERNARNERE, BEEEEREAR
EHE, MEMAFEE, BIXAFABEREREE? IRIENEXZREEZARD
REE, FATRSIFEEW, LIFERE+H—BIHPAK. HEHNAXBRERAERD.
ZARBRN: RENTHBHB2IRBEFHZ2ME. BIIHFXENREZERH
FBY, ik, RFNARREFRERLAED, MERAMAN=E—RRSl. BIE2MH
—EZLEMNH, BXEMTRE.

ARFAHBENNIERZSNEN, EMETRIHK, AMISTFHFERE, X
HBFRZ. R, (RS LSBTRANSR, HHESERB/MELIREN. Af]
BNk, WG, AEEATBNMESRFH. BRUEUXMARAFBRERZR
B, REENEFU—EERRERSE; BiNEREPNEE, BIaI{THAR, &
Mz, (REFTH)  (Actions in the Home, 2005) RESSECRESPHATER
RE. BITEXESSEHLEEENTm, BARNASMNNELEXR, ARITEEN
Mk, ZRENEEFENATER. BT TR, ARRIZHHEERTSEEH S
Y.

HEMNMS, WREAENTE. BHTERIRAN, BANERAMRNTES
i, EFELMARAR KSZ", BiLfbiTHie. EEMEE, HIFMt, ERERE, Afl
BIERZMMEIER. MBRINMSELIFRTEMERME, EAHRER, MRIMREEX
#FILT, MEET AMINEE. BNBERFERNOERDALABIEE, ZHERN
MEIL—EIF, ERZIRESN, FattiBREN. WREBIHRT BN
8. BERNBEHSER, BTRASFZMET.
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